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understanding.

Internet phraseology, the unique language used in online communication, has become an essential
aspect of the digital era. This article provides a comprehensive exploration of Internet phraseology,
unveiling its evolution, linguistic characteristics, and sociocultural implications. Drawing upon
existing research and scholarly contributions, the literature review highlights the role of Internet
phraseology in enhancing communication efficiency, its cultural significance in identity
construction, and its impact on language innovation and cross-cultural dynamics. The discussion
section delves deeper into the implications of Internet phraseology, emphasizing the importance of
digital literacy and understanding in navigating its linguistic labyrinth. By embracing Internet
phraseology and its dynamic nature, individuals can effectively engage in online communication,
bridge cultural divides, and navigate the linguistic landscape of the digital era with confidence and

Introduction: In the ever-evolving digital age, the Internet has
become an intricate web of communication, bridging vast distances
and connecting individuals from all corners of the world. As we
traverse this virtual realm, we encounter a bewildering array of
language and expressions that seem to have emerged from an
alternate dimension. From memes and acronyms to hashtags and viral
phrases, the Internet has birthed a unique lexicon known as “Internet
phraseology” or “net-speak”.

Internet phraseology encompasses the rich tapestry of words,
phrases, and idioms that have been adapted, coined, or transformed
within the context of online communication. With the rise of social
media, online forums, and instant messaging platforms, this
specialized language has evolved organically to suit the needs of
netizens—Internet citizens—who seek to express themselves
succinctly and with a touch of digital flair.

Understanding Internet phraseology has become increasingly
important in today's interconnected world. It has transformed the
way we communicate, enabling the rapid exchange of ideas,
emotions, and information. However, for those not well-versed in this
linguistic landscape, deciphering and navigating the vast array of
expressions can be a daunting task.

This article aims to shed light on the intriguing world of Internet
phraseology. We will delve into the origins, evolution, and significance
of these linguistic phenomena, exploring their impact on
communication, social dynamics, and popular culture. By unraveling
the complexities of net-speak, we hope to equip readers with the
knowledge and tools to navigate the digital realm more effectively.

Throughout this article, we will explore various facets of Internet
phraseology, including the rise of internet memes, the prevalence of
acronyms and abbreviations, the role of hashtags in social media
discourse, and the creation of viral phrases that permeate online
conversations. We will also delve into the cultural and generational
influences that shape these linguistic trends, highlighting the ways in
which Internet phraseology reflects and shapes our collective online
experiences.

In an era where a tweet or a comment can make or break
reputations, understanding and utilizing Internet phraseology
effectively can be a powerful tool for online engagement, expression,
and community building.

120 Crystal, D. (2006). Language and the Internet. Cambridge University Press

21 Herring, S. C. (2013). Computer-mediated conversation: Introduction and overview. In
the Handbook of Conversation Analysis. John Willy & Sons. pp.240-263.

122 Baron, N. S. (2008). Always on: Language in an online and mobile world. Oxford
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Literature Review: The study of Internet phraseology has gained
significant attention in recent years as researchers and linguists seek
to understand the unique linguistic features and cultural implications
of online communication. By overviewing of existing research and
scholarly contributions surrounding Internet phraseology, shedding
light on its evolution, linguistic characteristics, and sociocultural
impact, different stages of studies can be revealed.

Evolution of Internet Phraseology: The evolution of Internet
phraseology has been a subject of extensive research. Crystal %
argues that the rapid development of computer-mediated
communication technologies, such as chat rooms and instant
messaging, played a crucial role in the emergence of new linguistic
norms and practices. Herring 12! explores the historical origins of
Internet language, tracing its roots back to early bulletin board
systems and Usenet communities. These studies highlight the organic
nature of Internet phraseology, shaped by the needs and constraints
of online communication.

Linguistic Characteristics of Internet Phraseology: Researchers
have examined the linguistic features and characteristics that define
Internet phraseology. Baron'?2 emphasizes the brevity and efficiency
of net-speak, with its frequent use of acronyms, abbreviations, and
emoticons. Danet and Herring'?® explore the role of humor, sarcasm,
and irony in Internet communication, as well as the incorporation of
non-standard orthography and spelling variations. This body of
research highlights the unique linguistic strategies employed in
Internet phraseology and its deviation from traditional language
norms.

Sociocultural Implications of Internet Phraseology: The
sociocultural impact of Internet phraseology has garnered
considerable attention in recent years. Researchers have examined
how Internet language reflects and shapes cultural values, social
identity, and group dynamics. Androutsopoulos?* discusses the role
of online communities in the creation and propagation of new
linguistic norms, forming distinct subcultures with their own
phraseology. Similarly, Boyd?® explores the ways in which Internet
language allows individuals to construct and perform their identities
within online spaces. These studies shed light on how Internet
phraseology contributes to the formation of online communities and
the negotiation of social identities.

12 Danet, B., & Herring, S. C. (2007) Introduction: The multilingual Internet. Journal of
Computer-Mediated Communication, 13(2), 507-517

124 Androutsopoulos, J. (2014). Online data collection. In the Routledge Handbook of Corpus
Linguistics. Routledge pp. 292-307.

125 Boyd, D. (2014). It’s complicated: The social lives of networked teens. Yale University
Press
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Generational and Cross-Cultural Perspectives: Understanding
the generational and cross-cultural dimensions of Internet
phraseology has been a focal point for researchers. Tagg and Davis!?¢
investigate the linguistic differences between generations,
highlighting how different age groups adopt and adapt Internet
phraseology. They note the influence of generational experiences and
technological literacy on the use of net-speak. In a cross-cultural
context, Thurlow and Brown!?” explore how Internet phraseology
varies across cultures and languages, suggesting that the adoption of
net-speak is influenced by cultural norms, linguistic resources, and
sociopolitical factors.

The literature on Internet phraseology provides a
comprehensive  understanding of its evolution, linguistic
characteristics, and sociocultural implications. From its humble origins
in early online communities to its widespread impact on
communication today, Internet phraseology continues to shape the
way we interact and express ourselves in the digital era. It establishes
the foundation for further exploration into the complexities of
Internet phraseology, emphasizing the need for continued research to
grasp its ever-changing linguistic landscape and its implications for
communication, culture, and identity in the digital realm.

Methodology: It is important to note that the language contains
a large number of idioms and collocations used in different areas of
human activity, to which there are equivalents in different system
languages. When analyzing various sites, blogs and chats, we found
that Internet users very widely use these expressions in the media
space, where in the applied situations the semantics of phraseological
units does not change, thus, in certain everyday life situations in the
Internet space happens the borrowing of literary PU(phraseological
units) and their use in the field of IT.

When analyzing literary and computer Internet idioms of multi-
system languages, the dictionaries of literary phraseological units
“3500 English phraseological units and set phrases”, 2
“Phraseological dictionary of the Russian language”, “Short English-
Russian-Uzbek dictionary of phraseological units”, “Brief Russian-
Uzbek dictionary of set phrases”, “An explanatory phraseological
dictionary of the Uzbek language”, “Oxford Dictionary of Idioms” and
dictionaries of computer Internet terms “Dictionary of Computer and
Internet  Terms”, “Dictionary of terms of intercultural
communication”, “New dictionary of methodological terms and
concepts”, “Annotated Glossary of Digital Technology Terms”,
dictionaries of proverbs and sayings “Proverbs-Magollar-
Mocnosuubl”, “Russian-English Dictionary of Proverbs and Sayings”,
were involved as well as all kinds of Internet dictionaries. When
calculating, it turned out that, from the given definitions of
phraseological units - idioms and expressions, presented in
alphabetical order in the considered dictionaries, there are only 3 or
4 phraseological units of the computer and media sphere for each
letter of the English alphabet. From this it follows that from the whole
variety of phraseological units presented, in each dictionary the
phraseological units related to computer Internet phraseological units
are about 100 pieces. In percentage terms, this is only 16% of 100%.
Such alarge discrepancy in numbers can be commented on by the fact
thatin traditional literary speech the use of phraseological units of the
media sphere is not provided and dictionaries do not imply the
inclusion of a large number of IT idioms that are used in the Internet
space in a wide range, and dictionaries of Internet terms are aimed at
providing computer terminology. At this stage, the prospect of
compiling a specialized phraseological dictionary for a computer
language is revealed, hence the emergence of Internet
phraseography.

For example, in the latest version of one of the most voluminous
dictionaries of English idioms “Oxford Dictionary of Idioms” for one
word, the dictionary provides several options for idioms, as well as
examples of the use of these idioms in online and published
newspapers, which indicates the possibility of the same use of literary

126 Tagg, C., & Davis, C. (2015). Generation and gender in online space: Insights from online
communication among older adults. Journal of Applied Linguistics and Professional Practice,
9(1), 57-76

127 Thurlow, C., & Brown, A. (2003). Generation Txt. The sociolinguistics of young people’s
text-messaging. Discourse Analysis Online, 1(1), 1-24

128 John Ayto (2020), "Oxford Dictionary of English Idioms (4" edition)" 483 p. Oxford
University Press, Print; K.M. KapomatoBa, X.C.Kapomatos. Proverbs-maqollar-
nocnosuubl./TowkeHT.:“MexHat”, 2000.; John C. Rigdon. Dictionary of Computer and

PU in the media space without losing the traditional meaning.
According to the idioms given in the dictionary, it can be noted that
many of the idioms now popular in the English language were first
used in the media space, i.e. newspapers, magazines and television,
and then entered the literary language, many idioms that took their
origin from biblical stories and legends, politicians, artists, as well as
borrowed from Germanic languages. The idioms presented in the
dictionary, which are currently used on the Internet and in the media
space, originate from various films, statements by actors and cartoon
characters.

For example:

On (off) the air - on the air, off the air

All-singing, all-dancing - with any necessary properties, with the
ability to perform any function

You can go all out with an all-singing, all-dancing automatic bit
of kit such as the Lamptron CW611, but for far less than half the price
you can own a manual one too. 2013, Bit-Tech Hardware.

Go ape go wild - to be very excited

Bells and whistles - attractive but unnecessary features

Boom boom! - exclamation post joke (famous fox phrase from
the television show)

Booting up - the process of booting a computer

Mover and shaker - actors and actresses, people in the spotlight

The Monte Carlo hotel restaurant [is] filled with actors and
assorted movers and shakers attending the annual television festival.
2000 Daily Telegraph.

There is a large number of phraseological units with the names
of objects that are equally found and used both in the literary
language and in the Internet space, so many literary phraseological
units were transformed into the IT language and vice versa,
expressions from information technology were borrowed into the
traditional language and turned into phraseological units.

Miss the boat - The train has left!

Once in a blue moon - once in a hundred years, for once.

One's hair stands like a mountain - hair stands on end.

Storm in a tea cup - a storm in a glass.

Take something with a pinch of salt - treat with distrust.

The milk of human kindness - balm of good nature (iron.),
compassion, humanity.

The promised land

To remove mountains - to turn mountains.

To burn one's fingers - burn yourself on something.

Drop the ball - “miss the ball” make a mistake in the program

Eat your own dogfood - dogfood testing beta programs

Code smell*? - “code with a smell” code with signs of problems
in the system

Bus factor - “bus factor” important people involved in the
project - bus factor

PU with the names of abstract concepts:

Murphy's Law - the law of meanness

Play it by ear - “play by ear” along the way (according to
circumstances)

Rocket science - Binom Newton's "rocket science" (very difficult
task)

All bells and whistles - all inclusive (all properties)

Grease the wheels - “lubricate the wheels” put pressure on the
gas (speed up the process)

Internet phraseological units are conditioned by the discourse of
the Internet: Dark Web - the dark Internet is a part of the World Wide
Web, access to which is possible only with the help of special software
that allows users and website operators to remain anonymous or
untraceable;

15 billion stolen passwords on sale on the dark web, research
reveals. (independent.com)

Internet Terms (Vol. 1), 1 st Edition — AUG 2016. Published by: Eastern Digital Resources 31
Bramblewood Dr SW Cartersville, GA 30120; WHran3ua-y36ekya-pycya ax6opot

TexHonorMAnapu Ba MHTepHeTra oung KMCcKaua atamanap nyFaTn.
https://pandia.ru/text/80/184/43664.php;  Awonos P.X. Pakamau  TexHonorusnap

aTamanapuHUHT U30xa1 NyFaTu. TowkeHT, 2020i.

129 https://artsandculture.google.com/entity/m01h_xg?hl=ru
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Data Bleed - Data Bleed occurs when there is no transparency in
the use of data and users or other parties are faced with mysterious
data quantification or when data is transferred without the explicit
permission of the user

With the advent of the Internet and social networks, day after
day there is a large influx of Internet idioms used in online chats. For
example: “Facebook official” describes the romantic relationship that
you have reflected in your relationship status on Facebook. You can
do this by linking your account to a partner's account in the
relationship status section of your Facebook profile. This term has
found wide application in everyday life, when used, it is implied that
the relationship has moved from casual to serious. Calling someone
“Twitter egg” (Twitter egg) means that this is some kind of
anonymous user that does not inspire confidence. The term itself
comes from the social network's original default avatar for new
accounts - a white egg on a blue background. The purpose of creating
many of these accounts is only to harass, accuse or ridicule other
users, for this reason they do not upload an avatar. Twitter has since
changed the default avatar for new users, but the term has stuck. If a
person puts off work by spending time on social networks, he is guilty
of not working - “social notworking”. The word plays on the term
“social network” — “social networking”. An example of its usage would
be: “I have a deadline, but I'm social notworking. Got sucked into
reading #InappropriateFuneralSongs instead.” “I have a deadline, but
| don’t work, but | sit on social networks. Instead, | was sucked into
reading #InappropriateFuneralSongs.”

Discussion: The exploration of Internet phraseology reveals a
complex and ever-evolving linguistic landscape that reflects the
unique characteristics of online communication, delving deeper into
the implications and significance of Internet phraseology, focusing on
its impact on communication, culture, and identity in the digital era.

Enhancing Communication Efficiency: One of the key
advantages of Internet phraseology lies in its ability to enhance
communication efficiency. The use of acronyms, abbreviations, and
emoticons allows for concise and rapid expression of thoughts and
emotions. This brevity is particularly important in platforms with
character limits, such as Twitter, where users need to convey their
messages succinctly. Internet phraseology streamlines
communication, enabling users to engage in fast-paced
conversations, exchange information, and respond promptly.

However, the efficiency gained through Internet phraseology
may come at the cost of clarity, especially for those not familiar with
the language. The extensive use of acronyms and unique expressions
can create barriers to effective communication, leading to
misunderstandings or exclusion of individuals who are not well-versed
in net-speak. This highlights the need for digital literacy and
understanding of Internet phraseology to facilitate inclusive and
accessible online interactions.

Cultural Signifiers and Identity Construction: Internet
phraseology serves as a cultural signifier, reflecting the values,
experiences, and shared references within online communities.
Memes, viral phrases, and hashtags act as cultural touchstones,
fostering a sense of belonging and shared identity among netizens. By
participating in the use of specific Internet phrases, individuals align
themselves with particular communities and subcultures, forming
digital identities that are both influenced by and shape the online
spaces they inhabit.

The cultural significance of Internet phraseology goes beyond
community-building; it has also infiltrated mainstream culture.
Memes and viral phrases often transcend their original online context,
becoming part of popular culture and everyday language. This
demonstrates the profound impact that Internet phraseology can
have on wider society, blurring the boundaries between the virtual
and offline worlds.

Linguistic Innovation and Evolution: Internet phraseology
showcases the inherent innovation and adaptability of language.
Through the creation of new words, expressions, and linguistic
shortcuts, Internet users continuously reshape and expand the
boundaries of language. This linguistic evolution is driven by the need
for efficiency, humor, and the constant reinvention of online
communication practices.

The influence of Internet phraseology on traditional language
use is evident in everyday conversations, as net-speak infiltrates
colloquial speech. Acronyms like "LOL" and "OMG" have become

commonplace, illustrating the permeation of Internet phraseology
into offline interactions. This blurring of linguistic boundaries
highlights the dynamic nature of language and its ability to evolve in
response to the changing demands of communication.

Generational and Cross-Cultural Dynamics: Internet
phraseology reflects generational gaps and cross-cultural dynamics
within the digital space. Different generations adopt and adapt net-
speak in unique ways, creating distinct linguistic styles and practices.
The use of Internet phraseology can be influenced by technological
literacy, online experiences, and generational attitudes toward
language.

Similarly, Internet phraseology varies across cultures and
languages, influenced by cultural norms, linguistic resources, and
sociopolitical factors. Localized adaptations and linguistic hybrids
emerge as individuals integrate Internet phraseology into their native
languages, resulting in a rich tapestry of net-speak that reflects the
diversity of global online communities.

The discussion on Internet phraseology reveals its multifaceted
nature, highlighting its impact on communication efficiency, cultural
dynamics, and language evolution. As a powerful tool for expression
and community-building, Internet phraseology shapes the way we
communicate, construct identities, and navigate the digital landscape.
Understanding and navigating this linguistic labyrinth is essential for
effective online engagement, cultural understanding, and the ability
to participate in the ever-evolving digital sphere.

To harness the potential of Internet phraseology, individuals and
communities must actively engage in digital literacy practices. This
involves staying abreast of the latest trends, memes, and viral
phrases, as well as understanding the cultural context and
connotations associated with them. Moreover, it is important to
recognize the nuances and variations within Internet phraseology, as
different online communities may have their own distinct expressions
and linguistic norms.

Education systems and institutions can play a crucial role in
promoting digital literacy and understanding of Internet phraseology.
Incorporating lessons or workshops on digital communication skills
and the nuances of net-speak can equip individuals, especially the
younger generation, with the necessary tools to navigate the linguistic
landscape of the digital era. By fostering critical thinking and an
awareness of the potential impact of Internet phraseology on
communication and culture, educational initiatives can empower
individuals to participate actively and responsibly in online
communities.

As Internet phraseology continues to evolve, researchers and
linguists should undertake further studies to track its development,
analyze emerging trends, and investigate its impact on society.
Longitudinal studies can provide valuable insights into the changes
and adaptations of Internet phraseology over time, as well as its
influence on language use and cultural dynamics. Cross-cultural
research can shed light on the interplay between local language
practices and the adoption of net-speak, contributing to our
understanding of how Internet phraseology is shaped by and shapes
different cultural contexts.

In conclusion, Internet phraseology represents a fascinating
linguistic phenomenon within the digital era. Its evolution, linguistic
characteristics, and sociocultural implications have profound effects
on communication, culture, and identity. As we navigate the labyrinth
of Internet phraseology, embracing its efficiency, recognizing its
cultural significance, and understanding its generational and cross-
cultural dimensions can enable us to communicate effectively,
connect with diverse communities, and participate actively in the
vibrant linguistic landscape of the digital world.

Conclusion: Unveiling the labyrinth of Internet phraseology has
provided us with a deeper understanding of the linguistic landscape
of the digital era. From its origins in early online communities to its
pervasive influence on contemporary communication, Internet
phraseology has transformed the way we interact, express ourselves,
and form online communities. This article has explored the evolution,
linguistic characteristics, and sociocultural implications of Internet
phraseology, shedding light on its significance in navigating the digital
realm.

Internet phraseology enhances communication efficiency,
allowing for rapid and concise expression of thoughts and emotions.
However, it also presents challenges, as the extensive use of acronyms
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and unique expressions can create barriers for those unfamiliar with
net-speak. Developing digital literacy and understanding of Internet
phraseology is essential to promote inclusive and accessible online
interactions.

The cultural impact of Internet phraseology is undeniable, acting
as a cultural signifier and fostering a sense of belonging within online
communities. Memes, viral phrases, and hashtags serve as cultural
touchstones, shaping identities and transcending the boundaries
between virtual and offline worlds. Moreover, Internet phraseology
contributes to linguistic innovation and evolution, reflecting the
dynamic nature of language as it adapts to the demands of online
communication.

Generational and cross-cultural dynamics play a significant role
in Internet phraseology, with different age groups and cultures
adopting and adapting net-speak in unique ways. Recognizing these
variations and understanding their cultural nuances contribute to
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